CHAPTER XVI

-  GOD THE BEAUTIFUL LOVER

In T intern Abbey, the great mystical poet Wordsworth
presented the -three distinct stages in his love of Nature.
In the first stage, his love of Nature was a healthy boy's
delight in the open air and freedom of the fields. In the
second stage, the sensuous aspects of Nature provided
enjoyment for him, and this enjoyment was altogether
untouched by intellectual interests and associations. In
the third stage, he became a new English Lurcretius, and
Nature gave him a vision of the Living Transcendental,
the realization of which is the highest consummation of
life. Nature at this time enabled him to appreciate the
current of pathos that underlies life, 'the still sad music
of humanity', and gave him a robust mind with a robust
optimism. The mystical feeling was deepened, and the
verse gained a tidal irresistibility. Had not there been
these three distinct evolutionary processes, Wordsworth
could not have impressed us so much as a religious teacher.
"I wish either to be considered as a teacher", said
Wordsworth, "or as nothing". And he is so great as a
teacher with a remarkable philosophy of life, because
he 'lived' his poetry, because he had living experiences
that the revelation of an eternal and obiquitous life in
Nature does not come to a person all at once, but only
when he has traversed the preliminary stages and got
himself thoroughly prepared for it.

Likewise, Vijaykrishna had first to realize God as
Brahman and Paramatman, before he could realize Him
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